
 

 

 

A Note From Our Principal… 

 

The bugle dates back to Medieval times where it was made from the horn of 
a young bull and was used primarily during the hunt and for military pur-
poses.  Since the 1750ôs, the modern bugle, which is made of brass or cop-
per, is used almost exclusively by the military.  Its main purpose is to alert 
and get everyoneôs attention.  The Borgia Bugleôs resurrection is doing just 
that.   
 

Our SFBGS marketing committee is working very hard to let everyone know 
all of the wonderful things that our teachers, students, and alumni have been 
accomplishing. The Borgia Bugle is an instrument we hope will help us ñblow 
our hornsò a little more than we have in the past.   
 

Although we have resources available to help us gain information, we also 
invite you, the reader, to let us know about any accomplishment of a past or 
present student we can celebrate in future issues of the Bugle.  
 

We hope that you enjoy reading about the great accomplishments of our 
Borgia community.  Special thanks to our marketing committee for giving us 
something to be proud of as we continue to ñlearn in the light of Christò. 

         

   Keith Branson 

Mrs. Michelle Etter , Coordi-
nator of Religious Education,  
received the Cardinal Rigali 
Service Award!  This award  

      is given to those who have  
faithfully and honorably    
served the Church for many 
years and have given above 
and beyond for their parish, 
school and other archdioce-
san organizations.  What an 
honor! 

 

Mrs. Debbie Maczuk , Com-
puter Lab Teacher, was  
honored as the Downtown 
Washington, Inc. Employee 
of the Year. Thank you Mrs. 
Maczuk for being such a 
wonderful teacher! 

 

 

Mr. Keith Branson , Princi-
pal, was nominated for the 
2009 Distinguished Principal 
Award for Region 8 in the 
Archdiocese.  Way to go! 

Oh, What A Knight! 
Disco balls, giant lava lamps, beads, 
lights and adults sporting bell-bottoms 
and white bootsé  Our gymnasium was 
beautifully transported back to the 1970ôs for the 
Saturday Knight Fever Dinner Auction on Novem-
ber 7

th
.
  
Over 275 friends and family of St. Francis 

Borgia Grade School turned out to for a fun-filled 
evening to support the school, raising over  
$70,000.  The profit will help cover technology and 

book expenses for the next three years until our next dinner auction in 2012. 
 

Almost every school family contributed in some way to the success of the 
event, and it is this support that makes our school so strong.  Although it 
took MANY volunteers to make it happen, a special thanks goes out to the     

chairpersons,  Barb & Tom Holtmeier and Sue & Roger Holdmeier.    
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Freitag dress  the part. 

 

The Home and School Association sponsored their annual Family Fun Night on 

October 23.  The event was held in the cafeteria and provided games, prizes,  

delicious food, a costume contest and dancing.  A strobe light volleyball tournament - a big hit with the 

older kids - was held in the gym.  All grade levels made Halloween decorations out of recycled items.  Students 

and their families came out to show off their costumes as well as their school spirit.  Thanks to all of those who 

helped make Family Fun Night a success, especially event co-chairs, Teresa Halsted and Doris Boley.  

Family Fun Night 

Mrs.  Etter receives her award  

from Archbishop Carlson. 



 

 

Elkôs Red Ribbon Essay  
Contest Winners:  

Three of our students placed this year in the 
Elkôs Red Ribbon Essay Contest.  The theme for 
the essays was ñIôve Better Things To Do Than 
Drugs.ò   6th. 7th, and 8th graders from the 
Washington area competed against students in 
their grade levels.   
 

Peter Volmert won a $100 savings bond for his 
first place finish for the 7

th
 grade level. Clayton 

Voss received a trophy for placing second in the 
7

th
 grade.  LeighAnn Berry placed third for the 

6
th
 grade and received a trophy.   

Student Council Updateé By Olivia Haddox, President 
 

Ahhhh, it seems that just last night we were setting out our uniforms for the first 

day of school, and here we are at Christmas!  Well, you know what they say, 

ñTime flies when youôre having fun!ò  It seems to me, the combination of fun and 

crazy-busy schedules is what really makes time disappear. With half of the 

school year gone already, the Student Council has had its fair share of both. 
 

The Veterans Day Assembly started the year off with a bang.  For the first time 

ever we arranged a small-scale ceremony to honor our veterans.  The seventh 

grade representatives and officers worked hard to prepare their speeches and 

the band dedicated a lot of time to get their patriotic numbers pitch perfect. I 

would like to say thank you to all the veterans who attended the memorial.  
 

In addition to the ceremony, the Student Council has several upcoming events 

planned as well.  Once again, we will be conducting our annual, ñI have a Crush 

on you!ò soda sale during Valentineôs Day. We also re-established our monthly 

free dress days.  The money we raise from the dress-down days and the other 

fundraisers are the bread and butter of the student councilôs bank account.  A lot 

of the money we raise goes to charities in our community and the rest is used to fund the various student council 

sponsored activities, such as our year-end scholarship(s) to Borgia High School.  Thank you to all who are 

supporting our efforts. 
 

Of course, along with our usual fundraisers, we have plans for lots of new ideas for this year .  Remember, though, 

weôre always looking for good ideas! If you have any ideas for the Student Council, let your representative know. 

 

Scouting News... 
   

Eighth graders, John Mauntel and 
Chris Holdmeyer , participated in a 
Boy Scout National Youth Leadership Training this 
summer. The week-long course is for top scouts 
interested in pursuing leadership positions within 
their troop, and participants must be recommended 
for the training. SFBGS recent graduates, Luke 
Schriewer and Kelly Mauntel , also attended the 
course this summer. John was invited to be a 
member of next yearôs training staff. 
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Elkôs Hoop Shoot Winners 
The following students represented our school in the Elkôs Free 
Throw Shooting Contest held on December 12th.  Winners  
from that contest will advance to the District Competition in 
January.   

 8-9  Yr Boys:    Winner: Matthew Sinnott  
                          Runner-up:  Nick Helfrich  
 8-9 Yr Girls:      Winner:  Mary Jane Maguire  
              Runner-up:  Beth Obermark  
 10-11 Yr Boys:  Winner:  Drew Piontek  
   Runner-up:  Ryan Zeitzmann  
 10-11 Yr Girls:  Winner:  Cassidy Moss  
   Runner-up:  Kate Garza  
 12-13 Yr Boys:  Winner:  Ryan Jones  
   Runner-up:  Clayton Voss  
 12-13 Yr Girls:  Winner:  Jordan Kriete  
   Runner-up:  Mackenzie Struckhoff  

StuCo Officers:  
President:    Olivia Haddox  

Vice Pres.:   Megan Noelke  

Secretary:    Emily Grahl  

Treasurer:    Jessica Siedhoff  
 

StuCo Representatives:  
4th  Grade:  Jack Politte  

        Cassidy Moss  

5th Grade:   Lydia Helfrich  

             Julianne Alferman  

6th Grade:   Madelyn Landwehr  

        Jon Sites  

7th Grade:   Emily Buhr  

        Ben Marquart  

8th Grade:   Jane Rudloff  

        Breanna Hanneken  

 Thanks to the generous 

donations of our grade school 

families, we were able to present a 

check for $700 to the family of Keagen Carter to        
help with his medical expenses.   

                  SFBGS placed third in 

Dr. Jackie Millerôs Halloween 

Candy Buy Back Program benefiting 

the troops in Iraq.  We raised $172.50 to help needy 
families through our Christmas Giving Tree. 

Kids for Keagan  

Cash For Candy  

Joe Schaefer , Evan 

Ayers , Nathan Kopp , and 

Jeremy Humphreys 

played Taps at the Veter-

ansõ Day Ceremony. 



 

 

 Singing Our Praisesé Childrenõs Choir Update 

 

Seventeen young voices lifted in song, they are the SFB Childrenôs 
Choir.  Lead by their dedicated director, Lucy Tobben, these girls, 
(although boys are welcome) are a dedicated bunch, practicing 
every Thursday afternoon in Jesuit Hall.   The singers are serious 
about their commitment to the ensemble, even signing a contract 
before becoming members.   

 

On October 4, the choir joined our SFB Adult Choir as they lead the parishôs 175th An-
niversary Celebration Mass in song. We will have the opportunity to enjoy their prayer-
ful sound again this Christmas Eve when the Choir leads the singing at the 4:30 pm 
mass.  Come early because caroling begins at 4:00.   
       

Beginning January 17, the choir, which is accompanied by Anne Stahl, will begin their 
regular schedule of singing at the new 9 am mass the first and third Sunday of each 
month. 

Tooting Our Own Horné Band Update 

 

Under the expert direction of Karen Straatmann and Martha Gleich, the 
St. Francis Borgia Regional Elementary Band has been achieving some 
noteworthy success. 
      

This past spring, the 7th and 8th grade Advanced Band received the 
highest award for an instrumental group--the Grand Sweepstakes Award of the Show-
case Music Festival at Six Flags. 

 

Not missing a beat, the band has been busy again this fall.  The Advanced Band partici-
pated for the first time ever in the Washington High School Marching Festival, scoring 
high in the Middle School Division.   
      

Eight of the nine area musicians selected to represent the region in the Bishop DuB-
ourg High School Honor Band were our own SFBGS students.  Honorees included: 
Neal Alfermann, Marcus Blinker, Connor Gisburne, Emily Grahl, Corinne Morgan, 

Alex Rennick, Joe Schaefer, and Peter Volmert.  
 

The schoolôs Veterans Day program featured our Advanced Band members playing the 
Star Spangled Banner.  Four of our trumpeters closed the program with Taps. 
 

On a final note, both our sixth grade Beginner Band and Advanced Band performed a 
beautiful Christmas Concert held December 13 in the SFBRHS gymnasium. 

Congratulations Are In Order  
Cole LaPlant (7th grade) was one of 8 winners se-

lected from the Franklin/Warren District for a $250 

tuition award given by the Western Catholic Union. 
 

This fall, soccer forward Jake Erwin (8th grade) 

helped his team (St. Louis Scott Gallagher Elite U-

14) earn first place in the Midwest Regional League. 

 

Eighth grader Sam Holtmeier tied for 2
nd

 place in 
the Grand International Trap Shoot event at Sparta, 
Illinois, this summer. Marcus Brinker also placed in 
the top 10. There were about 50 kids from all over 
the country in their division. 
 
The ñKingsò select basketball team won 2

nd
 place in 

the U-14 division of the summer 2009 Show-Me 
Games. Members from Borgia Grade School include 
Andrew McClure, Alex Rennick, Parker DuMon-
tier, Collin Mantle, Joe Helfrich and Eric Unner-

stall.  

Borgia Bucks  

The following hunters 

had successful fall 

hunts:  
 

2
nd

 Grade: 
Cole Weber  
 
4

th
 Grade: 

Tommy Alferman 
Ben Hellebusch  
Alex Kriete   
Tyler Patton   
Isaac Spitler 
Alex Sutton 
Jacob Unnerstall  
 
6

th
 Grade: 

Reece Gould  
Madelyn Landwehr  
Nathan Monzyk  
Jon Sites  
 
7

th
 Grade: 

Nathaniel Hillermann 
Ben Meyer  
Megan Moritz  
Drew Piontek  
Clayton Voss  
 
8

th
 Grade: 

Neal Alfermann 
Austin Gildehaus 
Josh Kleekamp 
Nathan Kopp 
Chandler Lindemann 
Collin Mantle 
Joe Thatcher 
Eric Unnerstall 
 

 The sixth graders in Mrs.  

 Mooneyôs social studies class 

 had a wonderful time completing 

 their projects on Ancient Egypt.  

 Projects included trivia games,   

 travel brochures, power points, 

 collages, maps, and pyramids.  

 Pictured with their projects are: 

 Lauren Kopp, Holly Brinker,  

 Dane Piontek, and Ethan  

 Kleekamp.  



 

 

Borgia Shop & Earn Update  
 Thanks to all participating families, Borgia Shop & Earn, Inc. was able 

 to make a charitable donation to SFBGS for this school year of  
 $23,872.18, with families receiving tuition rebates of the same!    
 One family received $678!  Please use Shop & Earn to support our school and  
 to lower your tuition.  Check sfbgs.org for more details. 

What A Trip!!  
 

    On Wednesday,  
November 18

th
, the sixth 

grade took a field trip to 
Busch Stadium to participate in the Car-
dinals Academic Program.  In one class, 
they learned about parts of speech while 
also learning about the evolution of 
sports equipment.  In another, they dis-
cussed baseball trading cards and calcu-
lated Albert Pujolsô statistics.  In a third 
class, they learned about muscle 
groups, labeling them on pictures of Car-
dinal players.  After the classes, the stu-
dents took a tour of Busch Stadium and 
learned interesting facts about it, August 
Busch, and the Cardinals.  Our own 
James Dyson was able to answer most 
of the trivia questions asked by the 
guide.  At the end of the tour the stu-
dents went into the Cardinalsô dug-
out.  Bret Snider did Tony LaRussaôs 
famous George Washington pose for 
us.  The day ended with a pizza party 
donated by he Monzyk family.  It was an 
interesting and fun field trip! 

  Did You Know?  

 8 SFBGS graduates have been either valedictorian or  
 salutatorian at SFBRHS in the last 12 years. They are: 

 Valedictorians:              Salutatorians: 
 Rachel Mudd (ó05)        Amanda Eckerle (ó05) 
 Paul Eckerle (ó03)         Tyler Alferman (ó01) 

        Beth Kuenzel (ó94)        Julie Bleckman (ó96) 
        Tanya Jones (ó93)        Christy Bleckman (ó94) 

* (Year) denotes SFBGS graduation date. 

Borgia Students Score High  

on Standardized Tests  

 

Results are in and the students at SFBGS have performed very well on the Iowa 
Test of Basic Skills.  Students in grades 3 - 8 take the test yearly in the areas of 
reading, grammar, math, science, social studies, and reference skills.  Core 
scores (reading and math) and composite scores (overall average) are com-
pared to students in the Archdiocese and across the nation..   
 

Scores in almost every area of concentration were at or above the Archdiocesan 
level and all scores were above the national level.  Students in grades 7 and 8 
scored exceptionally high, placing them in the top 10 percent in the nation 
and qualifying our school to participate in the National Blue Ribbon School 

application process.    
 

Congratulations to all of our hard working students!!!   

We welcome the following 

new families to our SFB  

 Grade School  community:  
 

 Kevin & Bethany Beumer and  

       Samuel (K) & Isabel (2) 

 

Mary Arnold and  

      Ryenne Carpenter  (P-4) 

 

Joshua & Bridget Girdner and 

      Lucas (P-3) 

 

Jamie & Charity Haas and  

      Caleb (2) 

 

Katherine & Robert Haskins and 

      Bethany (8) 

 

Jason & Alisha Koelling and 

      Kabren (P-4) 

 

Chad & Amie Kohlbusch and 

      Dakotah (P-4) 

 

Tim & Valerie Holtmeier and 

      Luke (3), Michael (7) Leger 

 

Jim & Jill Mace and Oliver (1) 

 

Phil and Danyee Mundwiller and 

      Makayla (K) 

 

Mike & Kristen Perriman and 

      Alexis (P-4), Kylee (2) 

 

Joseph & Ann Polizzi and 

    Ava (K), Mary (3), Annamarie (5) 

 

Donald & Ramona Roberts and 

      Ashley (7) 

 

Rick & Nancy Rushing and 

      Katie (1) 

 

Henry & Jacquie Schaper and 

      Jakob (6) 

 

Corey & Nicole Schroeder and 

      Grant (P-4), Zachary (K) 

 

Jay & Stacy Schroeder and 

      Molly (P-4) 

 

Russell & Barbara Volmert and 

      John (2), Isabella (4), Peter (7) 

 

Cathleen Weber and Blake (P-4) 

 

Linda Zeitzmann and Olivia (K) 

 

 

 

 

St. Francis Borgia  

Grade School  

 

 225 Cedar Street 

Washington, MO 63090 
 

  Phone: 636.239.2590 

  Fax:  636.239.3501 

  Email:   

   sfbadmin@sfbgs.org 

Recent Alumni  

Accomplishments  

 

Dale Obermark (ó06) ǐ2009 Home-

coming King ǐMember of the football 

team and Marching Knights ǐChosen 

Student Of The Month for SFBRHS 

and the Rotary Club. 
 

Julia Garza(ô06) ǐPresident of Na-
tional Honor Society ǐ2009 Home-

coming Queen ǐSelected for All Dis-

trict and Regional Softball Teams 

ǐChosen Student Of The Month for 

SFBRHS and the Rotary Club. 

 

Abby Glastetter (ó06) ǐLeader of the 

girlsô cross country team  ǐPlaced in 

the top 5 in every meet this season 

and finished 2nd at Districts. 
 

Mikey Watkins (ó06) ǐQuarterback of 
the varsity football team ǐHelped lead 

the team to post-season play. 
 

Claire Alferman (ó06)  ǐCaptain of the 

color guard ǐHelped lead the March-

ing Knights to many awards this year. 


